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Introduction

Welcome to Issue 0 of the Social Protection Reform Bulletin of the Arab Region. This
edition covers key policy developments, reforms, and research highlights from across
the region. It offers a snapshot of emerging trends in social protection, from new cash
transfer schemes and health coverage expansions to subsidy reforms and fiscal policy
insights, providing policymakers, practitioners and researchers with timely,
region-specific updates.

Disclaimer: This bulletin is an internal compilation of publicly available information on social protection developments across the Arab region. It is produced by the Social Protection
team at the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) for knowledge-sharing purposes and does not represent the official views or positions of the United Nations
or its affiliated bodies. While efforts have been made to ensure accuracy, the content has not undergone formal editorial clearance and should not be cited as an official publication.
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Types of benefits Reform description Types of reforms

Algeria

: In May, the Minister of Labour, Employment and Social Delivery
Social hgalth Security announced that it will henceforth be possible for X
protection covered individuals to update “Chifa” health insurance 6_3
cards at pharmacies after expiration, without the need to
visit a centre of the health insurance agency (CNAS). ® Enrollment
Jordan
In June, the Government announced that beginning Design
Social health in 2026, children, older persons, and beneficiaries of
protection the National Aid Fund who are covered by subsidized ﬁ
health insurance will be eligible for cancer treatment
at the King Hussein Cancer Centre. ® Population

categories covered/
eligibility criteria

Lebanon
In April, two laws relating to the teachers’ pension Design
fund were published: one stipulating that contributions
should be increased and henceforth paid in United ﬁ

States dollars, and the other allowing the Government
to temporarily subsidize this fund in order to finance a ® Contribution rate
reevaluation of pension.

Mauritania
Family DICELTIAAS  [n June, the Ministry of Social Action, Childhood and Organizational
and Family launched a new cash transfer programme changes
children for families of children with disabilities in six of the g
country’s twelve wilayas. This scheme will reportedly

benefit 6,000 families in 182 municipalities. oA®

® New scheme/fund

Morocco
Poverty and In June, the World Bank’s Board of Directors approved System level
social exclusion $250 million of financing to support the country’s | & |
Support to Strengthening of Social Safety Nets for , T 0

M Human Development Project, which aims to reinforce
e.", the new Direct Social Benefit (DSB) programmes. ® Financing



https://news.radioalgerie.dz/fr/node/65152
https://news.radioalgerie.dz/fr/node/65152
https://jordantimes.com/news/local/government-to-insure-41-million-jordanians-for-cancer-treatment-at-khcc-with-jd-124-million-allocations
https://www.lorientlejour.com/article/1454823/la-revalorisation-de-la-retraite-des-enseignants-du-prive-publiee-au-journal-officiel.html
https://www.lorientlejour.com/article/1454823/la-revalorisation-de-la-retraite-des-enseignants-du-prive-publiee-au-journal-officiel.html
https://ami.mr/fr/archives/273096
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2025/06/19/world-bank-supports-morocco-s-commitment-to-advancing-social-safety-nets-for-human-development
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2025/06/19/world-bank-supports-morocco-s-commitment-to-advancing-social-safety-nets-for-human-development
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Labour market
programmes

Disability

Disability

Unemployment

2024
)

Oman

In June, through a Royal Decree, Oman has
ratified the introduction of a 5 per cent income tax
on earnings above 42,000 Omani rials ($109,000).

The Social Protection Fund amended Article 81 of
the Executive Regulation of the Social Protection
Law, allowing individuals to consolidate past
contribution periods regardless of age, as long as
the request is made within three years of the 2023
Social Protection Law’s enactment.

Somalia

Phase 2 of the Baxnaano programme was
launched in May. Launched in 2019, Baxnaano
provided cash transfers to 200,000 households
with children as of 2024.

Tunisia

In May, the Government extended the period
to benefit from the waiver of late payment
penalties to the CNSS and the CNRPS until the
end of this year, following a similar measure
adopted last year.

The President has also instructed the Ministry of
Social Affairs to consider innovative mechanisms
to diversify the sources of funding for social
insurance (CNRPS, CNSS, CNAM), echoing the
recommendations laid out in the Comprehensive
National Social Protection System and Reforms
Country Profile that the Government jointly
published with ESCWA:

e Sustainable diversification of funding sources and
development of an actuarial model to calculate the
real capacity of the pay-as-you-go system.

A reform regarding the establishment of an
unemployment scheme is in the making. It has
been included in the 2025 Finance Law, with
more specific legislation expected within this
year.

System level

e

® Financing

Design

® Other
parametric policy
changes

Organizational
changes
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® New scheme/
fund

Delivery
X
X
® Contribution
payment

System level
I T |
*To

® Financing

Organizational
changes
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A0

® New scheme/
fund


https://decree.om/2025/rd20250056/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/oman-moves-become-first-gulf-state-impose-personal-income-tax-2025-06-23/
https://decree.om/2025/spf20259902/
https://decree.om/2023/spf20239901/
https://decree.om/2023/spf20239901/
https://decree.om/2023/spf20239901/
https://www.tuniscope.com/article/406644/actualites/tunisie/cotisations-cnss-cnrps-502611
https://www.tuniscope.com/article/406644/actualites/tunisie/cotisations-cnss-cnrps-502611
https://www.tuniscope.com/article/406644/actualites/tunisie/cotisations-cnss-cnrps-502611
https://www.unescwa.org/sites/default/files/pubs/pdf/annual-digest-social-protection-reforms-arab-region-2024-english.pdf#page=92
https://www.entreprises-magazine.com/tunisie-cnrps-cnss-cnam-kais-saied-veut-elargir-les-sources-de-financement/
https://www.entreprises-magazine.com/tunisie-cnrps-cnss-cnam-kais-saied-veut-elargir-les-sources-de-financement/
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/landscape-perspectives-national-social-protection-reforms-tunisia
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/landscape-perspectives-national-social-protection-reforms-tunisia
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/landscape-perspectives-national-social-protection-reforms-tunisia
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tunisienumerique.com%2Fla-tunisie-sapprete-a-instaurer-un-systeme-dassurance-pour-les-pertes-demploi-economiques%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cxingyi.zhou%40un.org%7C48f7eebefd94459bd25e08dd9a14b005%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638836135819747586%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2Ji4nv4KJ%2BOsiyM23rNgw8%2FUH6LnpTyPirl2DcME8Aw%3D&reserved=0
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VISION:
ESCWA, an innovative catalyst for a stable, just and flourishing Arab region

MISSION:
Committed to the 2030 Agenda, ESCWA's passionate team produces innovative

knowledge, fosters regional consensus and delivers transformational policy advice.
Together, we work for a sustainable future for all.

www.unescwa.org



